The special issue is edited by Professors Simon Howell (Editorial Board Member, BJA), Jonathan Thompson (Editor, BJA), and Michael Irwin (Guest Editor for the special issue). It is with Michael's help and support that we have been able to include reviews by leading authors in Hong Kong and Australia for this special issue in addition to contributions from leading figures in Europe and the UK. 5 from Dr Daqing Ma's group at Imperial College in the UK give an overview of organ protection strategies, and Xia and Irwin 6 explore the impact of ischaemic pre-and post-conditioning. Moving to specific organ protection, Wong and colleagues 7 examine the pathophysiology and prevention of contrast-induced nephropathy in patients undergoing vascular surgery. The development of new antiplatelet and anticoagulant drugs has added significant complexity to perioperative coagulation management in vascular surgery patients. These challenges are explored in a review by Koenig-Oberhuber and Filipovic 8 of St Gallen, Switzerland. They point out that many accepted practices, such as the use of bridging therapy in patients on systemic anticoagulation for atrial fibrillation, are not supported by new evidence. The common use of such drugs together with the potential for significant haemorrhage during surgery has motivated a review on the management of bleeding in vascular surgery by Chee and colleagues. 9 Finally, a significant proportion of patients undergoing major vascular surgery have severe or chronic pain as a result of their disease. A review by Dr Colvin of Edinburgh, an editor of the British Journal of Anaesthesia, writing with Dr Serenty, examines the often vexed issue of the management of pain patients with major vascular disease. 10 The British Journal of Anaesthesia is delighted to launch this special issue on the state of the art in vascular anaesthesia. We hope meets that it meets the needs of clinicians and scientists in equal measure and helps to improve the care of patients undergoing vascular surgery around the world.
